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Abstract

Jewelry, transcending its purely decorative function, has consistently served as a visual language
for human societies. The study of such artifacts can significantly contribute to the reconstruction
of the history of ornamentation arts and the use of organic materials in Iran. Despite extensive
research on metallic and stone jewelry, studies related to wooden ornaments remain limited,
primarily due to the perishable nature of wood, which renders direct evidence scarce in ancient
strata. This research aims to systematically and comprehensively investigate the scattered, rare,
and exceptional evidence of wooden jewelry across various historical periods of Iran. It
emphasizes the often-overlooked status of wood in the history of ornamentation by addressing
the fundamental question: How can the presence and role of wooden jewelry in the different eras
of Iranian art history be elucidated based on historical, archaeological, and artistic evidence? The
research methodology employs a descriptive-analytical approach, with data collection achieved
through comprehensive literature reviews and credible online sources. Findings indicate that
although intact, direct examples of wooden ornaments are rarely preserved in Iran’s ancient layers
due to the material’s susceptibility to decay, a collection of limited direct evidence, indirect
archaeological data, historical written sources, relief depictions, and the continuity of
woodworking traditions in the Islamic periods all point to the persistent and significant presence
of wood in the creation of small decorative objects and jewelry. The analysis of findings from
ancient sites and evidence related to the ancient tradition of bead-making suggests that the
technical and aesthetic capabilities of wood were recognized from the prehistoric era, utilized as
a lightweight, accessible, and workable material alongside other organic and mineral substances.
Furthermore, the analysis of Islamic-era wood artistry techniques—such as Khatam (inlay),
Moarrag (marquetry), and Monabbat (wood carving)—demonstrates the requisite technical
knowledge and skill for producing delicate and composite wooden jewelry.

Keywords: Traditional Arts of Iran, Wood Art, Decorative Arts, Wooden Jewelry.



